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Reachingout to industry and community
Sharingof intellectualcapitalandexpertisereducesthegapbetweenuniversity,industryandcommunity
Four academics from University of Malaya, Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia, Universiti Putra Malaysia and Universiti Sains Malaysia -
Malaysia's designated research universities - were appointed deputy
vice chancellors of new portfolios to forge ties with industry and
community. SUZIEANA UDA NAGU reports.
ACADEMICS from Malaysia's
four researchuniversities-
Universityof Malaya(UM),
UniversitiKebangsaanMalaysia
(UKM), UniversitiPutraMalaysia
(UPM) and UniversitiSainsMalaysia
(USM) - recentlyreceivedtheir
appointmentlettersfor the
positionsof deputyvicechancellors
of new portfolios.
They are UM's Dr KhawLakeTee
(deputyvicechancellorfor
development),USM's ProfessorDr
Lim Koon Ong (deputyvice
chancellorfor industryand
communitynetwork),UKM's
ProfessorDr SaranKaurGill and
UPM's ProfessorDr Tai ShzeeYew
(both are deputyvicechancellors
for industryand community
relations).The appointmentstook
effectfrom Sept1 and their terms
end in 2010.
The titlesof deputyvice
chancellorsfor theseportfolioswere
createdby the HigherEducation
Ministryas partof a moveto
enhancethe universities'statusas
researchinstitutions.Lastyear,the
ministryannouncedthe designation
of the four institutionsasresearch
universitiesunderthe Ninth
MalaysiaPlan(2006-2010).
They areexpectedto be leaders
and rolemodelsfor localpublic and
privateuniversitiesin thedomains
of inventions,innovationsand
researchin Malaysia.
Theseresearchuniversitiesare
givenan additionalallocationof
RM513 millionfor research,
developmentand
commercialisationactivities.
UM's Khawcarriesa differenttitle
from theothersfollowing UM's
successfulappealto the ministryto
revivea post of deputyvice
chancellorfor developmentwhich
had existedin the universityuntil
two yearsago.
From2006, the job washandled
by deputyvicechancellorfor
researchand innovationProfessor
Dr Muhamad RasatMuhamad.
With Khaw'sappointment,
Muhamad Rasathasbeenrelieved
of the obligationto oversee
infrastructuredevelopmentallowing
him to concentrateon forging
industrylinkages.
Khaw, aformerdeanof UM's law
faculty,hasbeentaskedto intensify
the university'sinfrastructure
capacityasstipulatedin the Ninth
MalaysiaPlan.Khaw is the first
woman to hold the portfolio.
The formerUM legaladviserwill
alsooverseedevelopmentprojects
in the university'scampusesin
Petaling]ayaand jalanTun Ismail
(its city campus),besidesmanaging
the divisionof servicesand facilities
and day-to-daymaintenanceof
infrastructure.
"My responsibilityis to makesure
that UM hasall the facilitiesit needs
to play itsroleasa research
universityand eventuallyanApex
institution,"saysKhaw,who earned
her first-classhonoursdegreein law
from UM.
Shealsohasa LLM from Monash
University,Australiaand a PhD from
the London Schoolof Economics
and PoliticalScience,the United
Kingdom.
Ensuringthatthe facilitiesin UM
are up to the markis crucial"as
they arethe bedrockof a
university",saysKhaw.
"We havemanyadministrative
servicessuchaspublications,
researchand teachingto support
the university.Sothe infrastructure
mustbe thereto enableUM to fulfil
its functions/, saysKhaw,who was
recentlymadethe university'schief
informationofficer.
As for USM's Lim,UKM's Saran
and UPM's Tai, they areresponsible
for strengtheninglinksbetween
their institutionsand community
and industryfor the purposeof,
among others,knowledgesharing,
commercialisationof research
products,industryplacementsfor
studentsand membersof staff
besidesmakingsurethatacademic
programmesmeetindustry
requirements.
As Lim, aformeractingdeanof
researchand fundamentalscience
platformin USM, puts it: "It is our
roleto matchwhat the university
haswith the needsof community
and industry."
Lim hastwo Bachelor'sdegrees
(first-classhonoursin physicsand
anotherin education)from Queen's
University,Canada.He receivedhis
doctoratein biophysicsfrom
Universityof WesternOntario,
Canada.
Saran,a sociolinguist,viewsthe
"triangularrelationshipbetween
university,communityand
industry"vitalto Malaysia's
development.
"University,industryand
communityhavea wealthof
intellectualcapitaland expertise.We
needto learnfrom andcollaborate
with eachother/' shesays.
Saranhasan·honoursdegreein
Artsand a diplomain education
specialisingin the teachingof
Englishasa secondlanguage(TESL)
from UM. Sheholdsa Master'sin
Education(TESL)alsofrom UM and
a doctoratefrom the Universityof
London, UK.
Granted,the driveto reachoutto
industryand communityis nothing
new. University,industryand
community liaisonofficeshave
existedin the four universitiesfor
manyyears.
Someweresetup by specific
facultiesthrough the initiativesof
deansor lecturerswhile otherswere
createdby universitiesand placed
underthe purviewof portfolios
suchasstudentandalumniaffairs
and researchand innovation.
For example,facultiesoffering
professionalcoursessuchas
medicineand engineeringhavea
formal unit which takescareof
industrialtrainingfor students.In
otherfaculties,the deputydean is
oftenchargedwith arranging
industrialplacements.
However,effortsto form
partnershipswith industryand
communityhavelargelybeen
conductedon an ad hoc basis,say
Lim, SaranandTaL
"Until the creationof this
portfolio, therehad not beena
structuredway of establishing
relationshipswith the outside
community.Linkageshappen
mostlythrough the actionsof
individuallecturersor through the
